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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, without amendment and with 
a preamble: 

S. Res. 105. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2007 as ‘‘Campus Fire Safety Month’’. 

S. Res. 215. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 25, 2007, as ‘‘National First Responder 
Appreciation Day’’. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. KERRY, Ms. 
STABENOW, and Mr. SALAZAR): 

S. 1617. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives for 
plug-in electric drive motor vehicles; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SALAZAR (for himself, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, Mr. SMITH, Mr. ALLARD, Ms. 
STABENOW, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CRAIG, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska, and Mr. KERRY): 

S. 1618. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for the 
production of a cellulosic biofuel; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
BENNETT): 

S. 1619. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for fuel- 
efficient motor vehicles, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mr. KERRY): 

S. 1620. A bill to provide the Coast Guard 
and NOAA with additional authorities under 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, to strengthen 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. BUNNING, and Mr. 
SALAZAR): 

S. 1621. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to treat certain farming 
business machinery and equipment as 5-year 
property for purposes of depreciation; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 
S. 1622. A bill to require the Federal Com-

munications Commission to reevaluate the 
band plans for the upper 700 megaHertz band 
and the un-auctioned portions of the lower 
700 megaHertz band and reconfigure them to 
include spectrum to be licensed for small ge-
ographic areas; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON of Nebraska, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. STE-
VENS, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
CRAIG, Mr. KYL, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
SESSIONS, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
SMITH, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BURR, Mrs. 
DOLE, and Mr. ALLARD): 

S. 1623. A bill to require the withholding of 
United States contributions to the United 
Nations until the President certifies that the 
United Nations is not engaged in global tax-
ation schemes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. 1624. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that the excep-

tion from the treatment of publicly traded 
partnerships as corporations for partnerships 
with passive-type income shall not apply to 
partnerships directly or indirectly deriving 
income from providing investment adviser 
and related asset management services; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PRYOR (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida, and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 1625. A bill to protect against the unau-
thorized installation of computer software, 
to require clear disclosure to computer users 
of certain computer software features that 
may pose a threat to user privacy, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BAYH (for himself and Mr. 
OBAMA): 

S. 1626. A bill to amend title XIV of the So-
cial Security Act to ensure funding for 
grants to promote responsible fatherhood 
and strengthen low-income families, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Ms. 
SNOWE, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LOTT, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. VITTER, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. CLINTON, 
and Mr. INHOFE): 

S. 1627. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend and expand the 
benefits for businesses operating in em-
powerment zones, enterprise communities, 
or renewal communities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
COLEMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska, Mr. KERRY, and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 1628. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize programs to in-
crease the number of nurse faculty and to in-
crease the domestic nursing and physical 
therapy workforce, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. PRYOR: 
S. 1629. A bill to request a study by the 

Federal Communications Commission on the 
interference caused by broadband Internet 
transmission over power lines; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself and Mr. 
CRAIG): 

S. 1630. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude certain tax-ex-
empt financing of electric transmission fa-
cilities from the private business use test; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Ms. 
CANTWELL): 

S. 1631. A bill to establish an emergency 
fuel assistance grant program for small busi-
nesses during energy emergencies; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 
S. 1632. A bill to ensure that vessels of the 

United States conveyed to eligible recipients 
for educational, cultural, historical, chari-
table, recreational, or other public purposes 
are maintained and utilized for the purposes 
for which they were conveyed; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. BENNETT, 
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BROWNBACK, 
Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, 
Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLE-
MAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. 
DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
ENSIGN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. HAGEL, 
Mr. HARKIN, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. 

KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KOHL, Ms. LANDRIEU, 
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. LOTT, Mr. LUGAR, 
Mr. MARTINEZ, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. OBAMA, 
Mr. REID, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. SPECTER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. VOINOVICH, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S.J. Res. 16. A joint resolution approving 
the renewal of import restrictions contained 
in the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act 
of 2003; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and 
Mr. VITTER): 

S. Res. 235. A resolution designating July 
1, 2007, as ‘‘National Boating Day’’; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BAYH (for himself, Mr. CRAIG, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. BYRD, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. LOTT, Mr. COLE-
MAN, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. AKAKA): 

S. Res. 236. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of the National Anthem 
Project, which has worked to restore Amer-
ica’s voice by re-teaching Americans to sing 
the national anthem; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 156 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 156, a bill to make the morato-
rium on Internet access taxes and mul-
tiple and discriminatory taxes on elec-
tronic commerce permanent. 

S. 163 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
163, a bill to improve the disaster loan 
program of the Small Business Admin-
istration, and for other purposes. 

S. 326 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
326, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a special 
period of limitation when uniformed 
services retirement pay is reduced as 
result of award of disability compensa-
tion. 

S. 329 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 329, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide coverage for cardiac rehabilita-
tion and pulmonary rehabilitation 
services. 

S. 450 

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
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(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 450, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the medicare outpatient rehabili-
tation therapy caps. 

S. 456 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator 
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KENNEDY) and the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. DOMENICI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 456, a bill to increase 
and enhance law enforcement resources 
committed to investigation and pros-
ecution of violent gangs, to deter and 
punish violent gang crime, to protect 
law-abiding citizens and communities 
from violent criminals, to revise and 
enhance criminal penalties for violent 
crimes, to expand and improve gang 
prevention programs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 467 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 467, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to expand the clin-
ical trials drug data bank. 

S. 468 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 468, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
with respect to drug safety, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 543 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-

braska, the name of the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) was 
added as a cosponsor of S. 543, a bill to 
improve Medicare beneficiary access by 
extending the 60 percent compliance 
threshold used to determine whether a 
hospital or unit of a hospital is an in-
patient rehabilitation facility under 
the Medicare program. 

S. 545 
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name 

of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
VITTER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
545, a bill to improve consumer access 
to passenger vehicle loss data held by 
insurers. 

S. 573 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 573, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
and the Public Health Service Act to 
improve the prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment of heart disease, stroke, and 
other cardiovascular diseases in 
women. 

S. 576 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
576, a bill to provide for the effective 
prosecution of terrorists and guarantee 
due process rights. 

S. 644 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 644, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to recodify as 
part of that title certain educational 
assistance programs for members of 
the reserve components of the Armed 
Forces, to improve such programs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 651 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 651, a bill to help promote the na-
tional recommendation of physical ac-
tivity to kids, families, and commu-
nities across the United States. 

S. 671 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
671, a bill to exempt children of certain 
Filipino World War II veterans from 
the numerical limitations on immi-
grant visas. 

S. 717 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 717, a bill to repeal title 
II of the REAL ID Act of 2005, to re-
store section 7212 of the Intelligence 
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act 
of 2004, which provides States addi-
tional regulatory flexibility and fund-
ing authorization to more rapidly 
produce tamper- and counterfeit-resist-
ant driver’s licenses, and to protect 
privacy and civil liberties by providing 
interested stakeholders on a negotiated 
rulemaking with guidance to achieve 
improved 21st century licenses to im-
prove national security. 

S. 739 

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
739, a bill to provide disadvantaged 
children with access to dental services. 

S. 777 

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 777, a bill to repeal the imposition 
of withholding on certain payments 
made to vendors by government enti-
ties. 

S. 839 

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 839, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude 
amounts received as a military basic 
housing allowance from consideration 
as income for purposes of the low-in-
come housing credit and qualified resi-
dential rental projects. 

S. 872 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 872, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 

the excise tax provisions and income 
tax credit for biodiesel. 

S. 909 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 909, a bill to amend 
title XIX of the Social Security Act to 
permit States, at their option, to re-
quire certain individuals to present 
satisfactory documentary evidence of 
proof of citizenship or nationality for 
purposes of eligibility for Medicaid, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 912 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. DODD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 912, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
pand the incentives for the construc-
tion and renovation of public schools. 

S. 963 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 963, a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Education to make grants to edu-
cational organizations to carry out 
educational programs about the Holo-
caust. 

S. 994 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 994, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to eliminate 
the deductible and change the method 
of determining the mileage reimburse-
ment rate under the beneficiary travel 
program administered by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 999 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 999, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to improve 
stroke prevention, diagnosis, treat-
ment, and rehabilitation. 

S. 1090 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1090, a bill to amend the Agriculture 
and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 to 
assist the neediest of senior citizens by 
modifying the eligibility criteria for 
supplemental foods provided under the 
commodity supplemental food program 
to take into account the extraor-
dinarily high out-of-pocket medical ex-
penses that senior citizens pay, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1175 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1175, a bill to end the use of 
child soldiers in hostilities around the 
world, and for other purposes. 

S. 1317 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
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(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1317, a bill to posthumously 
award a congressional gold medal to 
Constance Baker Motley. 

S. 1322 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1322, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve the oper-
ation of employee stock ownership 
plans, and for other purposes. 

S. 1337 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1337, a bill to amend title 
XXI of the Social Security Act to pro-
vide for equal coverage of mental 
health services under the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. 

S. 1376 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. FEINGOLD) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1376, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to revise 
and expand the drug discount program 
under section 340B of such Act to im-
prove the provision of discounts on 
drug purchases for certain safety net 
providers. 

S. 1386 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1386, a bill to amend the Housing and 
Urban Development Act of 1968, to pro-
vide better assistance to low- and mod-
erate-income families, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1390 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1390, a bill to provide for the 
issuance of a ‘‘forever stamp’’ to honor 
the sacrifices of the brave men and 
women of the armed forces who have 
been awarded the Purple Heart. 

S. 1415 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1415, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act and the So-
cial Security Act to improve screening 
and treatment of cancers, provide for 
survivorship services, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1428 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1428, a bill to amend part 
B of title XVIII of the Social Security 
Act to assure access to durable medical 
equipment under the Medicare pro-
gram. 

S. 1457 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1457, a bill to provide for the 
protection of mail delivery on certain 
postal routes, and for other purposes. 

S. 1494 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1494, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to reauthorize 
the special diabetes programs for Type 
I diabetes and Indians under that Act. 

S. 1512 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1512, a bill to amend part 
E of title IV of the Social Security Act 
to expand Federal eligibility for chil-
dren in foster care who have attained 
age 18. 

S. 1551 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1551, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act with respect to 
making progress toward the goal of 
eliminating tuberculosis, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1572 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1572, a bill to increase the 
number of well-trained mental health 
service professionals (including those 
based in schools) providing clinical 
mental health care to children and ado-
lescents, and for other purposes. 

S. 1577 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1577, a bill to amend titles XVIII 
and XIX of the Social Security Act to 
require screening, including national 
criminal history background checks, of 
direct patient access employees of 
skilled nursing facilities, nursing fa-
cilities, and other long-term care fa-
cilities and providers, and to provide 
for nationwide expansion of the pilot 
program for national and State back-
ground checks on direct patient access 
employees of long-term care facilities 
or providers. 

S. 1592 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1592, a bill to reauthorize the Under-
ground Railroad Educational and Cul-
tural Program. 

S. 1593 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1593, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide tax relief and protections to mili-
tary personnel, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 215 
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 215, a resolution designating Sep-
tember 25, 2007, as ‘‘National First Re-
sponder Appreciation Day’’. 

S. RES. 231 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-

setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 231, a resolu-
tion recognizing the historical signifi-
cance of Juneteenth Independence Day 
and expressing the sense of the Senate 
that history should be regarded as a 
means for understanding the past and 
solving the challenges of the future. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1518 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1518 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 6, a bill to reduce 
our Nation’s dependency on foreign oil 
by investing in clean, renewable, and 
alternative energy resources, pro-
moting new emerging energy tech-
nologies, developing greater efficiency, 
and creating a Strategic Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewables Reserve to in-
vest in alternative energy, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1519 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 1519 proposed to 
H.R. 6, a bill to reduce our Nation’s de-
pendency on foreign oil by investing in 
clean, renewable, and alternative en-
ergy resources, promoting new emerg-
ing energy technologies, developing 
greater efficiency, and creating a Stra-
tegic Energy Efficiency and Renew-
ables Reserve to invest in alternative 
energy, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1521 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1521 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 6, a bill to reduce 
our Nation’s dependency on foreign oil 
by investing in clean, renewable, and 
alternative energy resources, pro-
moting new emerging energy tech-
nologies, developing greater efficiency, 
and creating a Strategic Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewables Reserve to in-
vest in alternative energy, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1524 
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1524 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 6, a bill to reduce our Na-
tion’s dependency on foreign oil by in-
vesting in clean, renewable, and alter-
native energy resources, promoting 
new emerging energy technologies, de-
veloping greater efficiency, and cre-
ating a Strategic Energy Efficiency 
and Renewables Reserve to invest in al-
ternative energy, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1547 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1547 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 6, a bill to reduce our Na-
tion’s dependency on foreign oil by in-
vesting in clean, renewable, and alter-
native energy resources, promoting 
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new emerging energy technologies, de-
veloping greater efficiency, and cre-
ating a Strategic Energy Efficiency 
and Renewables Reserve to invest in al-
ternative energy, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1556 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BOND), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
1556 intended to be proposed to H.R. 6, 
a bill to reduce our Nation’s depend-
ency on foreign oil by investing in 
clean, renewable, and alternative en-
ergy resources, promoting new emerg-
ing energy technologies, developing 
greater efficiency, and creating a Stra-
tegic Energy Efficiency and Renew-
ables Reserve to invest in alternative 
energy, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1557 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 1557 
proposed to H.R. 6, a bill to reduce our 
Nation’s dependency on foreign oil by 
investing in clean, renewable, and al-
ternative energy resources, promoting 
new emerging energy technologies, de-
veloping greater efficiency, and cre-
ating a Strategic Energy Efficiency 
and Renewables Reserve to invest in al-
ternative energy, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. 
KERRY, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr. 
SALAZAR): 

S. 1617. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incen-
tives for plug-in electric drive motor 
vehicles; to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to 
introduce the Fuel Reduction using 
Electrons to End Our Dependence on 
the Mideast Act of 2007, or the FREE-
DOM Act. Senators MARIA CANTWELL, 
BARACK OBAMA, and I have been work-
ing closely together since the begin-
ning of the year to author this very im-
portant legislation. We believe the 
FREEDOM Act will begin a dramatic 
shift in the transportation sector away 
from liquid fuels and toward the great-
er use of electrons. 

For years I worked hard to pass a 
strong tax incentive package for alter-
native fuel and hybrid electric vehicles 
in the form of the CLEAR Act, which 
was passed into law as part of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005. When I first in-
troduced the CLEAR Act, more than 7 
years ago, there were only two hybrid 
vehicles available commercially. Today 
there are dozens of models of hybrids 
from which consumers can choose. 

Already, the move toward hybrid- 
electric vehicles has helped to reduce 

the demand for liquid fuel in this coun-
try. It has also set the stage for the 
next technological step, the plug-in hy-
brid electric vehicle. This vehicle 
would have an extra battery pack, re-
charged from the electricity grid, giv-
ing the vehicle all the benefits of a 
plug-in battery electric vehicle but 
also the freedom and fuel efficiency of 
a hybrid electric vehicle once the bat-
tery has used up its charge. 

With today’s advanced plug-in elec-
tric and the coming plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles, most commuters will 
be able to make the round trip from 
home to work and back using very lit-
tle or no fuel, relying instead on cheap, 
clean, and abundant electricity. 

As you and many of our colleagues 
know, per mile, electricity can be 
much cheaper and cleaner than petro-
leum, and electrons are generated do-
mestically and independent of the glob-
al oil market. 

It is difficult to overstate the poten-
tial the change to plug-in electric vehi-
cles could make in terms of our energy 
dependence on liquid fuels. R. James 
Woolsey, who is a member of the Na-
tional Commission on Energy Policy, 
testified before the Finance Committee 
this spring. In his testimony, he cited a 
Department of Energy study that esti-
mated that adopting plug-in vehicles 
would not create a need for new base 
load electricity generation plants until 
plug-ins constitute over 84 percent of 
the country’s 220 million passenger ve-
hicles. In other words, we already have 
the power we need to fuel the vast ma-
jority of the cars in this country right 
now, and it exists in the excess capac-
ity of our existing powerplants. Be-
cause plug-in vehicles could mostly be 
charged at night, during the off-peak 
hours for electric utilities, this tech-
nology represents an elegant solution. 

In terms of technology and industry 
focus, the United States is positioned 
to lead the world into the future with 
plug-in electric drive motor vehicles. 
The FREEDOM Act would help our Na-
tion to take up that position by help-
ing to develop the market, the tech-
nology, and the domestic production 
capacity needed to fulfill this role. 

The FREEDOM Act’s goals would be 
achieved through four strong tax in-
centives: First, a tax credit for con-
sumers who purchase plug-in electric 
or plug-in hybrid electric vehicles; sec-
ond, for a limited time, a tax credit for 
consumers who convert their hybrid 
vehicles to high quality plug-in hybrid 
vehicles; third, a strong tax incentive 
for the U.S. manufacture of plug-in ve-
hicles and of major components of 
plug-in vehicles, such as batteries, 
electric motors, and electronic control-
lers; and finally, a tax credit for elec-
tric utilities that provide rebates to 
customers who purchase plug-in elec-
tric drive vehicles. 

Freedom plug-in credits would cover 
the consumer purchase of vehicles that 
use batteries and that plug into the 
electric grid for at least part of their 
power. This would include plug-in elec-

trics, plug-in hybrids, and others. The 
amount of the credit would be based on 
the kilowatt hours of the vehicle’s bat-
tery pack, with a cap of $7,500 for pas-
senger vehicles. The same is true for 
heavier duty vehicles, except that the 
caps are scaled up for each vehicle 
weight class. 

Freedom conversion credits would go 
to hybrid-electric vehicle owners who 
choose to convert their existing hybrid 
vehicle to a high quality plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicle. These credits would 
also be scaled to the kilowatt-hours of 
the new battery installed in their vehi-
cle. Only high quality conversion kits, 
which are certified to meet all highway 
safety and emissions standards would 
qualify for a freedom conversion credit, 
and the credits would be available until 
the market transitions to commer-
cially available plug-in hybrid vehicles. 

The FREEDOM Act also offers first- 
year expensing for companies setting 
up production capacity in the United 
States for plug-in electric drive vehi-
cles and for major components of those 
vehicles. 

Finally, in the case that an electric 
utility in the U.S. chooses to offer re-
bates to customers who purchase plug- 
in electric drive vehicles, the FREE-
DOM Act would reimburse the utility 
for part of that rebate in the form of a 
freedom utility credit. The amount of 
the Government reimbursement would 
be based on the rate of greenhouse gas 
emissions for each utility. 

I want to emphasize that like the tax 
credits available under current law for 
hybrid electric vehicles, the tax incen-
tives in the FREEDOM Act are tem-
porary. They are needed in order to 
help get these products over the initial 
stage of production, when they are 
quite a bit more expensive than older 
technology vehicles, to the mass pro-
duction stage, where economies of 
scale will drive costs down and the 
credits will no longer be necessary. 
Consumer acceptance of this exciting 
new technology is vital, and these cred-
its will make it easier and more eco-
nomical for consumers to choose vehi-
cles that will move us away from de-
pendence on less clean and more expen-
sive transportation fuel produced by 
other nations. 

The consumer acceptance of the hy-
brid electric vehicle has already proven 
a benefit to our Nation’s energy secu-
rity, and the plug-in hybrid will lead to 
an even more dramatic reduction in 
fuel use in this country. Years ago, I 
argued that the technologies developed 
to make hybrids possible would eventu-
ally lead us to a commercially avail-
able hydrogen fuel cell vehicle. I stand 
by that argument, and I believe that by 
the time plug-in hybrid electric vehi-
cles become mass produced in this 
country, we will be ready to use hydro-
gen fuel cells to disconnect these vehi-
cles from the grid and begin a new age 
in transportation with much greater 
freedom of movement and freedom 
from dependence of foreign oil. 
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